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Cat Licensing

The California Department of Health will mandate vaccinations against rabies and licensing for all cats
statewide in 1993. The purpose of licensing is to enable health officials to locate and identify animals
that have bitten humans, and to document the rabies vaccination status of animals for the protection of
the public health.

Cat licensing at $5 per year will generate up to $1.2 million dollars in revenue for the City of San Jose.*

Rabies vaccinations and licensing will cost cat owners approximately $8 per year. The proposed
licensing fee is $5 per year for altered cats. Santa Clara County holds 14 low-cost vaccination clinics a
vyear, offering 3-year rabies vaccinations for $6. Private low-cost shot clinics are held twice monthly in
the City of San Jose offering 3-year rabies vaccinations for §7.

Background data on Cat Licensing

= Three quarters of all animals sheltered in San Jose annually are cats.

* In FY92, 7,259 dead animals were picked up off the streets of San Jose. 4,977 of these were
unidentified cats.®

* Thirty-one percent of all households in the U.S. have one or more cats.’

* The number of dogs sheltered and euthanized has declined since the implementation of dog
licensing in 1974. The number of cats, which are unlicensed, has tripled.

= Qut of 26,099 cats handled by our shelters in FY 91, only 487 were reclaimed by their owners.*
There is no cost recovery on money spent for the capture and shelter of unidentified animals.
An average of $46 is spent on every animal entering the shelter.’

= Licensing has increased spaying and neutering, and the rate of owner reclamation in dogs.

¥ Based on 262,669 San Jose households from 1990 Census information and using the MassarMosier study of pet populations based on buman
households, there are an estimated 185,249 owned cats in the City of San Jose.

¢ Santa Clara County Depariment of Animal Control FY 92 statislics on dead animal pick up by city.

' 1988 American Pet Products Manufacturers Association Study, "A Natienwide Survey of Pet Owners" and Pet Food Institute "Fact Sheet 1990"
' Sants Clara County Animal Control

* Baszed on FY 91 shelter expenditure of $1.4 million and oumber of animals not reclaimed of 29,000,
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Cat Rabies Vaccinations & Licensing Mandate

The California Department of Health will mandate rabies vaccinations and licensing of all cats statewide
in 1993. The following information is provided by the Veterinary Public Health Unit of the California
State Department of Health.

Rabies is endemic in the wildlife in all counties in California. The incidence of rabies in cat populations
is closely associated with rabies in bat and skunk populations. In 1991, ten percent (10%) of bats tested
in California were positive for rabies. Twenty-five percent (25%) of skunks tested in 1991 were rabies

positive.

Cats are the most common domestic animal diagnosed with rabies in the United States.

Over 10,000 cat bites are reported a year in the State of California. Whenever a human is bitten by a
cat, a 10-day quarantine is mandatory. This requires that the animal be located, which is difficult or
impossible if the animal is unowned or unlicensed. Five hundred people a year undergo the rabies
preventative shot series in California because the biting cat could not located or diagnosed as not hemg
rabid. The cost of the series is over $1,000 per patient.

Cats are the number one animal tested for rabies in the State Public Health Laboratories, representing
25% of all animals tested annually.

Since 1946, at least 10 cases of human rabies has been associated with bites from cats. Two deaths have
occurred in California from rabies believed to have been transmitted from cats. In addition, the animal
source of exposure in a certain percentage of human deaths from rabies is never determined. A bite,
scratch, or saliva exposure from a rabid or asymptomatic cat may have been the source of infection for
some of these unsolved cases.

In 1991, there were 7 cases of rabid cats in California. Prior to last year, the ten-year average was 1.7
cases a year. A 1990 rabies epidemic on the east coast that began in raccoons has now spread to other
species, causing a 43% increase in the total number of rabid animals in the U.S. in just 2 years. The
epidemic began in the southeast and has spread to the mid-Atlantic states and New England. To prevent
entry of this rabies strain into California, the California State Department of Health has developed
regulations to require mandatory rabies vaccinations and health certificates for all cats entering the
State.

Rabies in cats are at near epidemic levels in several states. Mandatory cat rabies vaccinations are
required in 17 states. There are approximately over 6 million owned cats in the State of California
(based on census studies). Five out of every six are not vaccinated for rabies.

Cats are believed to serve as a host species for rabies and are considered a source of serious human
EXposure.

"Because the incidence of wildlife and cat rabies is increasing in the United States and in California and
because of the large wildlife rabies reservoir in the State, the most effective means of protecting the
public heglm now and in the future is for all pet dogs and cats to be immunized against this deadly
disease."

" Siatemeat issued by the Veterinary Public Health Unit, Califomia Dept. of Health regarding revision to Title 17 of the State Code 1o mandate cat
rabics vaccinations and hicensing.







